CD 5.13.1

Preface Note

Various Sites at Leverhulme Estate - Ref: APP/W4325/W/22/3313729 and others, 13 September 2023 

The Inspector addresses openness and the role of gardens and others spaces and their contribution to openness:

Relevant Paragraphs 64 - 65 state:

“The appellant sought to suggest that elements of the schemes, such as the play areas, sports pitches and open spaces would not be inappropriate development, and this somehow reduced the effect of the proposals. Yet, whilst these elements would not be inappropriate development on their own, there would still be a requirement to preserve the openness of the Green Belt and not conflict with the purposes of including land within it. Furthermore, the open spaces, play areas and pitches would be clearly related to housing development. 

Moreover, parallel with the above, arguments that significant amounts of land would remain undeveloped, and that would contribute to spatial openness are illogical. Private gardens, play areas and amenity spaces are included in the appellant’s calculations as ‘undeveloped’ land, but these areas would be contained or surrounded by housing.”
