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Purpose of this document:

This is an amended version of the City and District of St Albans District
Local Plan Review 1994 (Adopted 30 November 1994). It has been
produced to assist the public to show which policies from the City and
District of St Albans District Local Plan Review 1994 (Adopted 30
November 1994) are still in force. In September 2007, the Council
received a Direction letter from the Secretary of State which listed the
policies which were saved at that stage. This can be viewed on the
Council’s Planning Policy website (Current Local Plan web page) at the
link below:

https://www.stalbans.qgov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/publications/pl
anning-building-control/planning-
policy/Saved%20Policies%2C%20Direction%20and%20Correction.pdf

Those policies not listed in the Direction letter expired on 14 September
2007. The Policies which expired in 2007 are shown in red-strike-through
in this document.
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1. This District Plan Review covers the administrative area of the City and District of St. Albans. It
has been prepared by the St. Albans City and District Council in consultation with Hertfordshire
County Council, under the provisions of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.

2. The original District Plan was adopted in July 1985. Since then the Council has published the
following non-statutory documents:
(i) St Albans City Centre Inset Map (Approved July 1987. Certificated by County
: Council in October 1987.)
(ii) Harpenden Town Centre Inset Map (Approved December 1987).
(1ii) Fleetville Area Inset Map (Approved July 1988.)
(iv) District Plan Supplement (Update on policies approved by the Council.

Published October 1987.)

These Inset Maps have not been taken through further statutory stages towards adoption but are
now incorporated into this review, which also contains an Inset Map for London Colney.

3. The District Plan shows proposals for the development and other use of land in the area and
details the relevant policies and general proposals of the Hertfordshire County Structure Plan so
that land affected can be shown precisely on a map. The District Plan provides a detailed basis for
development control and the co-ordination of development. In 1990, the Plan was certificated as
being in general conformity with the Hertfordshire County Structure Plan 1986 Review, which had
a time horizon of 1996. However, the 1986 Review has now been superseded by the Hertfordshire
County Structure Plan Alterations 1991. As a result, the Structure Plan time horizon has been
rolled forward to 2001. Together with the Structure Plan Alterations, the District Plan forms the
Development Plan for the administrative area of the St. Albans City and District Council.

4. Time Period of Plan

Most of the District Plan policies do not have a particular timescale, but some policies relate to
1981-96, as this is the period covered by the 1986 Structure Plan. However, as a result of the
Local Plan Inspector’s recommendations and the Council’s modifications, the District Plan has
now to a large extent taken account of the Structure Plan Alterations. Indeed, the County Council
has confirmed that the District Plan is in general conformity with the Structure Plan Alterations
apart from the different time horizon. Nevertheless, the District Council recognises that there is a
need to prepare Alterations or a full Review of the District Plan, looking to 2001 or beyond, as a
matter of urgency (see Policy Intention 35 in Chapter 21).

5. Statutory Documents
The Plan comprises a Written Statement which sets out policies and land-use proposals and a
Proposals Map which defines specific land-use changes and areas in which certain policies will apply.

6. The Written Statement includes:

Policies: These are the statutory policies and proposals and are identified by the
use of a bold typeface on a grey background within a black surround.
The policies are interdependent and must be read in conjunction with
each other, with the County Structure Plan and with Central Government
legislation, circulars and advice.

Policy intentions: These are non-statutory policies which the District Council wishes to
pursue within the context of the Plan. A bold typeface is used on a white
background.

Projects: These are projects that the District Council intends to carry out. A bold

typeface is used on a white background.
7. During the Plan period, planning applications will inevitably be submitted for uses of land not

specifically covered by the Plan’s policies. Each such application will be assessed on its merits
within the policy framework provided by the Plan.

ix



The Written Statement contains the following parts:

Part One : Introduction

Part Two : The policies

Part Three : Inset Maps and Policy Area Statements
Part Four : Implementation and monitoring.

The Proposals Map (see figure 1)

Proposals are shown on a set of four 1:10,000 scale sheets. The sheets do not show information for
the Inset Map Areas for which larger scale maps are provided.

Many policies in the Written Statement refer to ‘Proposals Map Sheet’. The following notation is
used in these policies:

p—
-

7Rl
nnanu

2,3,4 Proposals Map Sheets 1, 2, 3 and 4
Fleetville Inset Map

Harpenden Town Centre Inset Map
London Colney Inset Map

St. Albans City Centre Inset Map

Public Consultation Report
When the Plan was placed on deposit in 1991, the Council also published the “Statement of

Publicity, Public Participation and Consultation”, to describe the Council’s approach to these
matters in the preparation of the Plan.

Preparation of the Plan

Major stages in the Plan’s preparation are summarised below:

1 June 1987 : Brief approved.

17 November 1989-

31 January 1990 : Public consultation on Draft Plan.

31 October 1990 : Revised version of Plan approved by District Council.
20 December 1990 : Plan certificated by Hertfordshire County Council as

being in general conformity with the County
Structure Plan.

25 March 1991 : Plan placed “on deposit” and six week period allowed
for making objections or supporting representations.
3 March -
23 July 1992 : District Plan Public Inquiry.
11 June 1993 : Local Plan Inspector’s Report received (published July 1993).
13 June 1994 : Statement of Decisions (on the Inspector’s Report) and Proposed

Modifications (to the Deposit Draft) placed “on deposit” and six
week period allowed for making objections or supporting
representations on the Proposed Modifications.

30 November 1994 : Plan adopted.






PART ONE
INTRODUCTION
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1.0 INTRO

ST. ALBANS CITY AND
DISTRICT

1.1 The City and District has a populaton of
approximately 128,000 and covers an area of some
square 63 miles (see figures 2 and 3). It is located
within Hertfordshire’s Green Belt, a few miles from
the northem edge of London. The main settlements are
the historic Cathedral City of St. Albans and the
largely residential town of Harpenden. In additon, the
District contains several attractive villages and hamlets
set in a predominantly agricultural landscape. There
are 17 Conservation Areas and some 950 Listed
Bhuildings.

1.2 A number of strategic transport routes serving
national and regional needs run through the District -
the M1I/M10 roads to the Midlands and North of
England, the M25 and A414 roads run east-west across
the District and the St. Pancras railway line serves the
East Midlands and South Yorkshire. The Bedford to
St. Pancras line provides a commuter service to
London with a journey time of about 20 minutes.
British Rail also operates a “Thameslink™ service from
Bedford through Lendon to Brighton, Guildford and
Sevenoaks. The A1(M) road and the Kings Cross to
Edinburgh railway line run to the east of the District.

1.3 London Luton Airport, where facilities are
being improved to handle 5 million passengers per
annum, is located some three miles from the edge of
Harpenden.

1.4 The District is experiencing considerable
development pressures because of its locational
benefits in relation to London and the strategic
transport network. There is considerable development
interest for business and retail uses in the town centres
and on Green Belt sites, particularly in the south of the
District through which the M25 runs. There is also
increasing interest in the Green Belt for housing and
leisure purposes and for residential infilling within
established neighbourhoods.

1.5 The Council, therefore, places a high priority on
the need to defend the Green Belt against inappropriate
development and to protect the character of towns and
villages.

1.6 A positive leisure and tourism strategy is being
actively pursued to provide modern cultural, sporting
and leisure facilities in the area.

DUCTION

1.7 The challenge for the District Plan is to
facilitate appropriate development whilst protecting
the environment by means of positive land-use control.

SOUTH-EAST REGIONAL
PLANNING GUIDANCE

1.8 The London and South-East Regional Planning
Conference (SERPLAN) is a non-statutory
organisation of local authority representatives in the
South-East which gives advice on regional planning
issues to the Government. SERPLAN has published a
regional statement ‘South East England in the 1990’s’.
The Secretary of State for the Environment has taken
this into account in issuing his Planning Policy
Guidance Note PPG9 “Regional Guidance For The
South-East” (February 1989). This is expected to be
reflected in land-use policies for the region.

1.9  The key elements of the strategy are:

@) fostering economic growth;

(i)  revitalising the older urban areas;

(iil) accommodating new development
while conserving the countryside.

Fostering Economic Growth

Local planning authorities in the South-East should
make full use of existing assets of land, buildings and
infrastructure and ensure an adequate supply of land
for industrial and commercial developments including
tourism. There is a need to improve the attractiveness
of London.

Revitalising the Older Urban Areas

The Government is committed to revitalising the less
prosperous castern parts of the region (e.g. East
London) and older urban areas.

Accommodating New Development While
Conserving the Countryside

Provision for new housing will be needed in addition
to industrial and commercial development. A
significant proportion of the region’s new housing has
to be met in urban areas. The estirnate for additional
dwellings in Hertfordshire (1991-2001) is 34,500,
some 6% of the regional total (570,000).

Empbhasis is placed on the careful integration of new
housing development within existing communities,
making full use of urban sites and re-using urban land
to assist the preservation of good agricultural land and
conservation of the countryside.






1.10  The Regional Guidance also makes particular
reference to the M25 and land-use planning, Whilst the
M25 presents development opportunities, the
Government has stated that the general presumption
against development in the Green Belt remains and
there should continue to be the strongest restraint on
development there. Nevertheless, the improved access
which the motorway provides will enhance the
recreational value of the Green Belt.

1.11 1n October 1990, SERPLAN published a
revised regional statement entitled “A New Strategy
for the South-East”. The statement has been presented
to the Secretary of State, who has responded by issuing
the “Consultation Draft : Regional Planning Guidance
for the South East” (March 1993). Once finalised, the
new guidance will help to shape the region’s
environment and guide its development over the
period to 2011.

HERTFORDSHIRE COUNTY
STRUCTURE PLAN 1986
REVIEW

1.12  Hertfordshire is a highly complex county
which includes urban areas of varying sizes which
have substantially retained their separateness and
identity. These urban areas are set within extensive
tracts .of open countryside, much of which is of high
quality agricultural and landscape value. The County
has experienced very rapid growth in employment and
housing.

1.13  The original Structure Plan approved by the
Secretary of State in 1979, attempted to restrain
development pressures and divert them to growth areas
elsewhere in the region or to development areas in
other parts of the country. The basic theme of the Plan
was one of consolidation following two decades of
rapid change. This theme was continued in the County
Structure Plan Alterations Number 1 approved in
1684.

1.14 The 1986 review of the Structure Plan,
approved by the Secretary of State in May 1988,
provides the framework for the District Plan Review
for the period up te 1996. It develops long-standing
policies to conserve and enhance the essential
character of the County whilst providing opportunities
for change.

1.15  The essential features of the Plan with regard
to the District may be summarised as:

(1)) the protection and enhancement of existing
settlements and the essential character of urban
and rural areas;

(i)  the maintenance of the Green Belt except where
minor readjustments to existing boundaries may
be needed so as better to secure their perma-
nence, or where special circumstances apply to
justify the development of redundant hospital
land for purposes normally inappropriate to the
Green Belt (see (iv) below);

(i) an increase in the number of dwellings in
Hertfordshire of 62,500 in the period 19811996,
of which 6,400 will be provided within the
District (excluding provision on redundant hos-
pital sites -see (iv) below). The Secretary of
State has concluded that District Councils
should not have to encroach on the Green Belt
to achieve this provision;

(iv) the future use of psychiatric hospitals at
Napsbury, Hill End and Cell Barnes to be
determined against guidelines set out in DoE
Circular 12/87. An allowance is made for 2,500
dwellings on the redundant hospital sites in
Hertfordshire (Leavesden/Abbots Langley,
Shenley, Napsbury and Hill End/Cell Barnes).
No guidance is however given on the distribu-
tion of these dwellings;

(v)  the provision of sufficient land and floorspace
to make possible a return to full employment.
Provision is to be made in the District for
95,000 square metres of additional floorspace
for business use over the period 1981-1996.
Also an additional 320,000 square metres of
gross retail floorspace is proposed within Hert-
fordshire over the same period;

(vi) positive policies concerning landscape, land
restoration, ecology, archaeology, agriculture
and forestry;

(vil) policies indicating how retail, service, leisure,
community and office uses can contribute to the
vitality and viability of town centres.

1.16 The County Structure Plan Review was
prepared in the context of the 1986 version of the
Secretary of State’s Regional Guidance which
proposed 28,500 dwellings in Hertfordshire
(1991-2001). By the time the Structure Plan was
approved in 1988, it appeared that the dwelling figure
would have to be increased to reflect new estimates of
future household numbers. In approving the Plan, the
Secretary of State decided that any new housing
requirement should be considered by the County
Council in the next review of the Structure Plan.



HERTFORDSHIRE COUNTY
STRUCTURE PLAN
ALTERA

1.17 In the light of the increased estimates of
household growth, the Secretary of State issued
revised regional guidance which proposes 34,500
dwellings in Hertfordshire over the 1991-2001 period
(see paragraphs 1.8 and 1.9). The Structure Plan
Alterations 1991, covering the period to 2001, takes
account of the revised Regional Guidance housing
figure for Hertfordshire. The Secretary of State for the
Environment approved the Alterations in June 1992.

1.18  Preparatory work on the District Plan Review
was well advanced before the Structure Plan
Alterations were finalised. Consequently the District
Plan Review was prepared against the background of
the County Structure Plan 1986 Review, rather than the
Alterations 1991. The District Council recognises that
there is a need to alter or review the District Plan as a
matter of urgency (see Preface paragraph 4 and Policy
Intention 35).

1.19 It should be noted that the Alterations 1991
comprises a limited set of alterations to extend the Plan
period to 2001, rather than a longer term review . to

2006 or beyond. The Alterations rolls forward the -

quantitative policies for housing, employment and
shopping to 2001. However, the altered policies do
not necessitate the allocation of any further sites in the
St. Albans District or the release of any land from the
Green Belt.

1.20 The main differences between the Structure
Plan 1986 Review and the Alterations 1991 with
regard to St. Albans District are as follows:

) a dwelling increase of 57,000 is proposed in
Hertfordshire for the 1986-2001 period, of
which 7,200 will be provided within the Dis-
trict (including provision on redundant hospital
sites);

(il  a criteria-based approach to the provision of
land for business use is introduced, instead of
the previous approach of setting a target for
floorspace provision. The Secretary of State
considers that the criteria-based approach is
appropriate to the circumstances of Hertford-
shire and will enable the District Councils to
devise policies through their local plans to
address particular local circumstances;

(i) provision should be made for approximately
452,000 square metres of additiona] gross retail
floorspace within Hertfordshire over the 1981-
96 period.

1.21  Hertfordshire County Council has now
commenced work on a full review of the Structure
Plan, with the intention of extending the Plan’s time
horizon to 2011.

DISTRICT PLAN
OBJECTIVES

1.22  The District Plan Review supports the strategy
of the Hertfordshire Structure Plan and seeks to
interpret it at the local level primarily through land-use
control. In doing this the Council have had regard to
the following objectives:

1. Metropolitan Green Belt:
to continue to protect and maintain the Green
Belt.

2. Settlement Hierarchy:
to protect and enhance the character of existing
settiements and define the nature and intensity
of development acceptable in the following
settlement hierarchy:

(i) towns;

(ii)  specified settlements - the larger vil-
lages excluded from the Green Belt;

(iii) Green Belt setilements - smaller vil-
lages located within the Green Belt.

3. Housing:
to make provision for a 1981-96 dwelling
increase of 6,400 and 1986-2001 dwelling
increase of 7,200, and to seek to influence the
type of dwellings provided to help meet the
needs of the area.

4. Hospital Sites:
to consider the future use of Hill End, Cell
Barnes and Napsbury Hospitals in the context
of Circular 12/91 (Redundant Hospital Sites in
Green Belts: Planning Guidelines).

5. Employment:
to provide sufficient land and floorspace to
cater for full employment and provide for
different kinds of employment use whilst not
enceuraging substantial additional commuting
into the District.

6. Transport:
to consider the transportation needs of the
District, including:

(i) improvements to the highway system;

(ii) traffic management schemes including
improvements to the environment of
residential and shopping areas;
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(ili) car parking, pedestrian and cyclist re-
quirements;

{iv)  the future role of public transport;

(v)  the implications of future development
proposals.

Shopping:

to maintain the viability and vitality of existing
shopping centres and to make reasonable provi-
sion for new forms of retailing.

Environment and Conservation:

to carefully consider the environmental effects
of planning decisions and to conserve and
improve the historic, architectural and archae-
ological fabric of settlements, in particular St.
Albans City Centre and Roman Verulamium.

Leisure and Tourism:

to make provision for leisure uses especially
taking advantage of opportunities to restore
mineral sites in the Upper Colne Valley Area
and to support tourism related developments on
appropriate sites.

Countryside:

to protect and enhance the natural beauty,
amenity and ecology of the countryside and to
retain high quality agricultural land.

Para. 21.3 states that the Council’s Annual

District Plan Monitoring Report will concentrate on an
assessment of whether the above objectives are being
achieved.
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Esti 81.96 dwelling i

excluding hosital sifes

(i) Completions April 1981-September 6,227
1993

(ii) Estimated completions October 1,064

1993-March 1996

TOTAL 1981-96 (rounded) 7,300
SURPLUS IN RELATION TO 900
POLICY 3

3.13 The Peliey3 figure of 6,400 dwellings does
not represent an upper limit on house building between
1981 and 1996. It is acceptable for this figure to be
exceeded if housing proposals are consistent with the
Council’s other policies and if satisfactory standards
are achieved. Dwelling increase is exceeding the
Poliey—3 figure because infill housing sites within
existing settlements have been coming forward for
development at a much faster rate than expected by the
Secretary of State. Most of these dwellings are not on
sites identified for housing development in any plan,
but they often provide small dwellings that help to
meet local needs. However, this Plan contains some
new policies designed te ensure satisfactory standards
of development and these policies (particularly
Policies 40 and 70) may lead to lower average
densities, thus reducing the total level of dwelling
increase on infilling sites.

3.14 Turning to the 1986-2001 period, total
dwelling increase between April 1986 and September
1993 was 3,655. Sites allocated for housing in Policies
4 and 5 (including Hill End/Cell Barnes), together with
Napsbury and other sites already identified have
sufficient capacity to provide a dwelling increase of
over 3,400. It is estimated that these sites will produce
an actnal dwelling increase of 2,900 by 2001. An
allowance also needs to be made for the contribution
of unidentified sites.

3.15 Government policy regarding unidentified
sites is set out in PPG 3. This states that an allowance
should be made for sites of up to 0.4 hectares. An
allowance may also be made for sites of 0.4-1 hectare,
if past experience shows that more sites are likely to
emerge than can be individually identified in advance.

3.16 Detailed research has been carried out by the
District Council to assess the contribution of
untdentified sites. This research covers all sites that

have been identified for development since 1981, apart
from greenfield sites on the urban edge. Actual and
future estimated dwelling increase on these sites is
shown in the calculations below:

Unidentified Annual Estimated

Sites Dwelling Annual
Increase Dwelling

Increase

Apr 1986 - Oct 1993 -
Sept 1993 March 1996

Sites under 0.4

ha 253 130

Sites 0.4-1 ha 52 30
305 160

Although sites of under 0.4 hectares are most
important, sites of 0.4-1 hectare also provide a
worthwhile contribution. It is therefore concluded that
an unidentified sites allowance should be made for
sites up to 1 hectare.

3.17 The time period covered by paragraph 3.16 is
significant, because it spans the housing boom of the
late 1980s, the early 1990s recession and the mid
1990s recovery. The results should therefore give a
good picture of average market conditions. However,
it is difficult to predict the future flow of unidentified
sites and it would be prudent to adopt a cautious
approach, particularly as average housing densities
may fall (see paragraph 3.13). It is concluded that an
allowance of 150 dwellings per annum should be
assumed for unidentified sites. Bearing in mind that
unidentified sites will not produce many completed
dwellings for two or three years, it is assumed that a
total of 675 dwellings will be provided on such sites
by 2001.

3.18 Given the above points, total 1986-2001
dwelling increase (including the hospital sites) is
estimated to be marginally above the Poliey—3
proposed dwelling increase of 7,200. The position is
summarised in the table on the following page.

3.19 The District’s house building rate has
remained at approximately 500-600 dwellings per
annum since the mid 1970s. The calculations at the
top of page 20 imply that building rates will continue
at close to this level until 2001. As a result it is
expected that the District will experience a small
amount of net in-migratien of population.
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(i)

welling i i
Completions April 1986-September 1993
Estimated completions October 1993-March 2001

3,655

a) 1dentified sites
b) Unidentified sites

TOTAL 1986-2001
SURPLUS IN RELATION TO POLIEY-3

2910
675

7,240
40

3.20 PPG 12 shows that the Government is
prepared, in certain circumstances, to accept policies to
phase the rate of housing development. However, this
Plan does not contain a phasing policy because:

@) the time horizon of the Plan is relatively short;

(i)  most housing development will take place on
small and medium sized sites within the exist-
ing built up areas. If a phasing policy was
applied to such sites it would conflict with
Government policy of making the best use of
urban land. It could also lead to sites becoming
derelict;

(i) a phasing policy may be appropriate when land
is released from the Green Belt. However this
Plan does not propose any major Green Belt
releases for housing, although substantial hous-
ing schemes are proposed on the hospital sites.
Development at the hospital sites will be
naturally phased due to the need to provide
infrastructure and because the existing hospitals
cannot be fully closed until replacement care
facilities are provided elsewhere.

3.21  The District population rose from 125,600 in
1981 (census) to 127,700 in 1993 (Registrar General’s
estimate). It is likely that the population in 2001 will
be about 130,000. This estimate takes account of
likely future house building rates (see para. 3.18) and
population forecasts prepared for the Hertfordshire
County Structure Plan Alterations.

NEW HOUSING IN TOWNS,
SPECIFIED SETTLEMENTS
AND GREEN BELT

SETTLEMENTS

3.22 Having considered the overall scale of
development to 1996 and 2001, it is now appropriate
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to look in more detail at the nature and location of new
housing. The Council has three main objectives:

i) to channel development in accordance with the
Plan’s key structuring policies (ie. Policy 1,
Metropolitan Green Belt; Policy 2, Settlement
Strategy);

(ii}  to encourage the provision of a wide range of
housing types, with particular emphasis given
to the meeting of local housing needs;

(iii) to achieve a high standard of housing design
and layout, and protect areas of special charac-
ter (see Policies 70 and 85, and Project 6).

3.23 In response to these objectives, Policies 4, 5
and 6 provide guidance on housing in towns, specified
settlements and Green Belt settlements. Policies 7A
and 8§ are concerned with affordable housing schemes
to meet local housing needs in urban and rural areas.
Most housing development will be in towns and
specified settlements excluded from the Green Belt.

3.24 More detailed guidance on the design and
layout of new housing is contained in Policy 70.
Average housing densitics may be reduced as a
consequence of applying this policy. The Council is
also concerned to ensure that the cumulative impact of
housing schemes does not harm the character and
amenity of existing residential areas.

3.25  There continues to be a need for more small
dwellings because most of the future growth of
households will contain only one or two peocple.
However, there is also a need to encourage the
construction of larger family houses on appropriate
sites in order to meet market demand for a wide range
of house types.

































































































































INTRODUCTION

5.1 Para. 1.19 states that one of the Council’s
overall objectives is to consider the transportation
needs of the District, including:

)] improvements to the highway system;

(1) traffic management schemes including im-
provements to the environment of residential
and shopping areas;

(i) car parking, pedestrian and cyclist require-
ments;

(iv)  the future role of public transport;

(v)  the implications of future development propos-
als.

Measures to help achieve this objective are set out
below. This chapter also covers highway
considerations in development control, roadside
services, aviation and commercial servicing.

5.2 The County Council is the highway authority
for all roads in the District, except motorways and
trunk roads which are the responsibility of the
Department of Transport. The District Council acts as
agent for the County Council for most highway and
traffic matters on many of the County Council’s roads.
All works affecting the highway and all traffic
regulations have to be approved by the County
Council. The District Council dees not act as agent for
‘A’ classified roads, or in rural areas.

ROAD HIERARCHY

5.3  County Structure Plan Policy 37 states that the
local planning authorities will seck to canalise traffic
onto appropriate routes within a road hierarchy. The
hierarchy classifies the network into four broad
categories:

(i) Primary Roads (Motorways, ‘M’ numbered
with blue backed signs; trunk roads and pri-
mary County roads, ‘A’ numbered with green
backed signs). These are the important National
and County through routes. Primary roads also
act as the County Council’s advisory Lomry
Route network;

(1) Main Distributor Roads (other ‘A’ roads);

(iii)  Secondary Distributor Roads (‘B’ roads);

(iv) Local Roads (No signed numbers).

3.4 St Albans District is strategically placed on the
road hierarchy as shown by Figure 8. The following
primary routes pass through the District:

)] M1 London - Leeds Motorway;

(i) M25 London Orbital Motorway;

(iii) A414/M10, providing an important east-west
route across Hertfordshire;

(iv)  A405, which links the above routes.

In addition, the A1(M) London-Edinburgh road passes
immediately to the east of the District.

DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORT ROAD

5.5 Although the District enjoys a high level of
accessibility, serious congestion is now a common
occurrence on the M1 and M25 Motorways. This is
causing problems on ordinary roads as drivers seek
alternative routes. The Department of Transport (DoT)
is responsible for motorways and trunk roads.

5.6 In 1989, the DoT published a2 White Paper
“Roads for Prosperity” which more than doubled the
size of the trunk road programme. Further information
was published in the DoT report “Trunk roads,
England (into the 1990s)” in February 1990. Schemes
affecting the District are described below, and progress
on implementing these schemes is explained.
However, the position may change shortly, when the
outcome of the DoT’s current review of the roads
programme is announced:

@) ML1. It is proposed to widen the motorway to 4
lanes in each direction between the M25 and
Sheffield. Northbound widening between Junc-
tion 9 (Friars Wash) and Junction 10
(Pepperstock) was completed in early 1994. A
preferred route for the remainder of the Hert-
fordshire section is due to be announced shortly
and construction is likely to commence in 1996;

(i) M25. The White Paper proposals have been
supplemented by a July 1993 statement. It is
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